
CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT

URBAN PLANNING AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION

STAFF REPORT
Community Planning and Preservation Commission

Certificate of Appropriateness Request

Report to the Community Planning and Preservation Commission from the Urban Planning and Historic
Preservation Division, Planning and Development Services Department, for Public Hearing and Executive
Action scheduled for Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 2:00 p.m., by means of communications media
technology pursuant to Executive Order 20-69 issued by the Governor on March 20, 2020, and Executive
Order 2020-12 issued by the Mayor on April 9, 2020. Everyone is encouraged to view the meetings on TV
or online at www.stpete.org/meetings.

According to Planning and Development Services Department records, no member of the Community
Planning and Preservation Commission resides or has a place of business within 2,000 feet of the subject
property. All other possible conflicts should be declared upon the announcement of the item.

AGENDA ITEM: CITY FILE NO.: 20-90200075

REQUEST: Review of a Certificate of Appropriateness for replacement of a front
door and sidelights at 217 27th Avenue North, a property proposed for
inclusion as a contributing property to a local historic district currently
pending public hearing

OWNER: Regina Myers

PARCEL ID NO.: 23-31-16-35082-014-0070

ADDRESS: 217 27th Avenue North

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: HALL’S CENTRAL AV NO. 1 BLK 14, S ½ OF LOTS 7 AND 8

ZONING: NT-2
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Historic Significance
The Craftsman bungalow at 217 27th Street North (“the subject property”) was constructed between 1923
and 1926. It appears that the house was initially a winter residence for Julia Maier and her daughter
Margaret, whose family owned the property at least until the late-1950s.1 The subject property offers a
highly intact example of the double front gable subtype of the Craftsman bungalow, with a front porch
symmetrically placed at the façade but articulated from the building’s main form. Flared eaves, a low-
pitched roof, and five-over-one windows further reference the Craftsman style. The house’s one-story,
long and narrow form with a bay projection at the south side elevation is typical of bungalows found in
St. Petersburg’s pre-World War II suburbs such as Kenwood.

The subject property is a contributing property to the Kenwood National Register Historic District (Florida
Master Site File No. 8PI07712). The area generally bounded by 1st Avenue North, 5th Avenue North, 26th

Street North, and 28th Street North is subject to a complete application for local historic district
designation as the Kenwood Section - Southwest Central Kenwood Local Historic District (City File 19-
90300002), which is pending public hearing. The subject property is recommended for inclusion in this
district as a contributing property by this application, and staff concurs with this evaluation of the
resource’s contributing status. Because of the prolonged duration of the proposed district’s pending
status.

Project Description and Review

Project Description

The subject property’s entrance presently consists of a wooden, glazed “prairie style” single-action door
flanked by sidelights (Figure 1Error! Reference source not found.). The door does not appear to be
historic. When the subject property was surveyed in 1995 as part of the St. Petersburg Neighborhood
Survey, Phase III – Kenwood and recorded as FMSF No. 8PI07712, the recorder noted a primary entryway
composed of “double entrance doors, 15 lights each,” suggesting paired French doors. The existing front
door and sidelights were therefore installed after 1995, and outside of the district’s period of significance.
The non-historic status of the existing door is supported by staff observation of materials and construction
methods. The existing door has suffered deterioration and wood rot.

The proposed door, as shown in the application (Figure 2), will be a fiberglass single-action door featuring
two panels and a six-light glazed portion at its upper third. Its solid and glazed portions reference the
grounded proportions of horizontal panel doors with similar glazing that were popular during the
Craftsman era. The single-light sidelights that flank the current door will be replicated.

1 Tampa Bay Times, November 13, 1928; Property Card for 217 27th Street North, St. Petersburg.
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Figure 1: Existing front entry door and sidelights Figure 2: Proposed door

General Criteria for Granting Certificates of Appropriateness and Staff Findings

1. The effect of the proposed work on the landmark or the property upon which such work is
to be done.

Consistent The subject property is proposed to be included in the pending Kenwood Section
– Southwest Kenwood Local Historic District, whose early twentieth century
architectural character is largely derived from its collection of highly intact
Craftsman bungalows.

The original entryway’s configuration and design is unknown, as the paired
French doors observed in the 1995 neighborhood survey did not represent a
very common primary entryway for St. Petersburg’s Craftsman bungalows, and
the existing door was installed after 1995.

The proposed partially-glazed door with sidelights does combine elements
commonly found historically in similar resources. Further, both the design of the
paneled door with six-light glazing at the upper third, and the door assembly
composed of a single-action door and sidelights, are recommended features of
the Craftsman style by St. Petersburg’s Design Guidelines for Historic Properties.
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2. The relationship between such work and other structures on the landmark site or other
property in the historic district.

Consistent The proposed project will not affect the building’s footprint and will have
minimal impact on other resources within the district.

3. The extent to which the historic, architectural, or archaeological significance, architectural
style, design, arrangement, texture and materials of the local landmark or the property
will be affected.

Consistent The proposed door will introduce a non-historic material in its fiberglass
construction. However, its design replicates one that is historically common
within the district.

4. Whether the denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness would deprive the property owner
of reasonable beneficial use of his or her property.

Not discussed
by application

5. Whether the plans may be reasonably carried out by the applicant.

Consistent There is no indication that the applicant cannot carry out the proposal.

6. A COA for a noncontributing structure in a historic district shall be reviewed to determine
whether the proposed work would negatively impact a contributing structure or the
historic integrity of the district. Approval of a COA shall include any conditions necessary
to mitigate or eliminate negative impacts.

Not
applicable

The subject property is a proposed to be listed as a contributing property.

Additional Guidelines for Alterations

1. A local landmark should be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that
requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and
environment.

Consistent The subject property is, and will continue to be, a single-family residence.

2. The distinguishing historic qualities or character of a building, structure, or site and its
environment shall be preserved. The removal or alteration of any historic material or
distinctive architectural features shall be avoided when reasonable.

Generally
consistent

As noted above, the proposed replacement door features stylistic
characteristics common to the district, but the original style of the door is not
known. Further, no historic material would be removed since the existing door
dates to the mid-1990s or later.
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3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes
that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or
architectural elements from other buildings without sufficient documentary evidence,
shall not be undertaken.

Consistent The exact configuration and stylistic details of the original entryway at the
subject property are unknown, but the proposal blends common elements.
Staff finds it to be appropriate both to the individual resource and to the
district.

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance
in their own right shall be retained and preserved, as appropriate.

Not
applicable

The existing door was installed after 1995.

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a property shall be preserved.

Consistent The door to be removed is not historic. The existing opening will be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity
of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match
the old in design, texture, and other visual qualities and, where reasonable, materials.
Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or
pictorial evidence.

Consistent The current door is not historic. The opening and trim will be preserved and
repaired as necessary.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic
materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be
undertaken using the gentlest means possible.

Consistent No harsh treatments have been proposed or observed.

8. Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and
preserved if designated pursuant to this section. If such resources must be disturbed,
mitigation measures shall be undertaken.

Not
applicable

The subject property is not located within a known archaeological sensitivity
area.

Summary of Findings

Staff evaluation yields a finding of the following criteria being met by the proposed project:

 General Criteria for Granting Certificates of Appropriateness: 4 of 4 relevant criteria met.

 Additional Guidelines for Alterations: 6 of 6 relevant criteria met or generally satisfied.

Staff Recommendation and Conditions of Approval

Based on a determination of general consistency with Chapter 16, City Code of Ordinances, staff
recommends that the Community Planning and Preservation Commission approve with conditions the
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Certificate of Appropriateness request for the alteration of the property at 217 27th St. N., subject to the
following:

1. The existing entryway opening and trim will be preserved, as proposed.

2. Sidelights will be recessed in wall plane approximately 2”-3” to provide consistency with existing
historic windows.

3. All other necessary permits shall be obtained. Any additional work shall be presented to staff for
determination of the necessity of additional COA approval.

4. This approval will be valid for 24 months beginning on the date of revocation of the local
Emergency Declaration.

References
City of St. Petersburg. Property Card for 217 28th Street North. On file, City of St. Petersburg.

Tampa Bay Times. November 13, 1928.



Appendix A:

Application No. 20-90200075 and Submittals



















































Appendix B:

Additional Photographs of Deterioration at Existing Door





















Appendix C:

Maps of Subject Property
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